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WATER. Too precious to waste. 

0 Tips for Efficient Outdoor Water Use 

n the summer, 50-70% of your water bill is for outdoor use. Over-
atering is the number one waste of water during the summer, and the 
eading cause of plant disease and insect problems. Here are some 
ips for watering efficiently and preventing waste. 

  
 
∈ Water in the evening or early morning to minimize waste to 

evaporation. Mornings are usually less 
windy. 

 
∉ Adjust sprinklers to avoid watering the street and 
sidewalk, and use a timer to avoid 
forgetting to turn sprinklers off. 

 

 
∠ Use sprinklers that throw big drops of water close to the 

ground. Small drops and mist often 
evaporate before reaching the ground. 

 
 
∇ Measure water applied to lawn to apply 1" of water per 

week. 
 
 Check the soil 2-4" deep to see when your lawn needs 

watering. 
 
 Set mower blades to 1½ - 2 inches and keep them sharp to 

cut grass cleanly. Longer grass loses 
less water to evaporation. 

 
 Use a broom, not a hose, to clean sidewalks and driveways. 
 
∏ Use a bucket and automatic shut-off nozzle to wash cars. 

 

Washing your car on the grass will water 
the lawn at the same time. 

 
√ Check outdoor faucets, pipes and hoses for leaks. 
 
⋅ Install a water-efficient drip irrigation system for trees 

and shrubs.  
 

For more information contact: 
City of The Dalles Public Works Department 
1900 West 6th Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

(541) 296-5401 
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