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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to develop a community-based multi-modal transportation system plan
(TSP) that addresses transportation needs for a twenty-year period (1995 — 2015) associated with
anticipated future growth in The Dalles urban area. The TSP is being prepared to address federal and
state regulations that require urban areas to do long-range planning, as well as to serve as a guide for
the community in the management of the existing transportation facilities and for the design and
implementation of fiture transportation facilities.

The long-range plan will implement portions of the Oregon Transportation Plan (OTP) and 1999
Oregon Highway Plan, as well as the City’s Local Street Network Plan, 1 Strest Streetscape Plan and
the Downtown Parking Plan. It will be in conformance with Goal 12, the Oregon Transportation
Planning Rule (TPR), Oregon Administrative Rule 734.051 and the federal Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), thereby helping to ensure that the City of The Dalles is eligible
for future state and federal funding. The planning effort included community involvement, and it was
guided by local public agency staff.

The Dalles TSP was originally prepared over a petiod from 1993 through 1999 with a final document
dated June 1999 to cover a 20-year period (thereby the 1995 - 2015 planning period). In 2005, several
sections of the document were updated to bring the TSP into compliance with the current TPR and the
1999 Oregon Highway Plan. Street functional classification designations were updated to be
consistent with the Federal Aid Functional Classification Mapping System. The project list was
updated to reflect projects completed, new projects in the city’s capital improvement program, and
other changes in the project parameters.

THE PLANNING AREA

The Dalles is the county seat and, with almost half of the county’s population, is the largest city in
Wasco County. Located in the Columbia River Gorge along the eastern foothills of the Cascade
Mountain Range, the city serves as the hub of the agricultural economy in north-central Oregon.

The Dalles TSP planning area includes the City of The Dalles and the area within the city’s Urban
Growth Boundary (UGB). The planning area is shown in Figure 1. Roadways included in the TSP
fall under several jurisdictions: The Dalles, Wasco County, and the State of Oregon.

The Dalles is served by two state highways: Interstate 84 (I-84) and US 197. The interstate is a four-
lane, limited access facility that connects The Dalles to Portland, located 85 miles to the west, and then
passes through Idaho and Utah to the east. There are currently six interchanges with I-84 in The
Dalles. These interchanges connect at several points along old US 30 and at US 197 where it crosses
into Washington. US 197 is a two-lane highway that connects to US 97 and Bend located 132 miles to
the south. It extends northward into Washington, terminating at State Route 14. US 30 from the
Chenowith Interchange on the west to the Marina Interchange on the east is under city jurisdiction.

A grid pattern of local streets has been maintained through much of The Dalles as it bas developed over
the years. The grid follows the general contour of the Columbia River and is divided into sections by
various topographical features. The core of the grid lies between Mill Creek and Kelly
Avenue/Seventh Street. This section contains the old downtown business district and many of the
older residential areas. Another well-developed but less dense grid runs eastward from Kelly Avenue
to Morton Street. The two grid sections are slightly skewed and, as a result, not all of the roadways
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